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games for local youth. He knew first-
hand of the value of sports and exercise
as a means to keep young boys out of
trouble.

Harpo’s walls are adorned by many
plaques and awards honoring his ef-
forts. He is honored in the Arizona Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame at Arizona State
University, the Florence High School
Athletic Hall of Fame, and served as
grand marshal for the Florence Junior
Parade in November 2009.

Harpo Celaya is a true hero, beloved
by his hometown of Florence.

I would like to thank all of the sur-
vivors of the USS Indianapolis for their
sacrifice. Of the 23 survivors still alive
today, Harpo is the only Native Amer-
ican. We are humbled to honor him
today.

I would like to thank the town of
Florence for their support of this bill
and for proposing this great honor for
Mr. Celaya. Thank you to the Over-
sight and Government Reform Com-
mittee for their expertise and patience
in bringing this bill forward.

I urge Members to support my bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in strong support of H.R.
6304, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
501 North Main Street in Florence, Ari-
zona, as the Adolfo ‘“‘Harpo” Celaya
Post Office.

Born in 1927, Mr. Celaya overcame a
childhood of poverty, neglect, and
abuse. At age 17, he joined the Navy
and was assigned to the USS Indianap-
olis during World War II. Harpo fought
in the battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa
and was aboard the USS Indianapolis
during its secret mission to deliver the
ingredients of the atomic bomb Little
Boy to the island of Tinian.

As the ship was returning from this
mission, it was hit with two torpedoes
from a Japanese submarine. Despite
being badly burned, Harpo Celaya
jumped from a sinking ship into the
water, where he remained for 5 days
until rescuers arrived.

Of the 1,196 men aboard the ship that
day, Harpo was one of only 317 sur-
vivors. He received the Purple Heart
and returned to high school in his
hometown of Florence, Arizona. There,
he led the basketball team to the Ari-
zona State Basketball Championship
and was named captain of the all-state
team in spite of his combat injuries.

Harpo Celaya attended Palo Verde
Community College and again led the
basketball team to a championship. He
was inducted into the Arizona Basket-
ball Hall of Fame in 1972 and the Flor-
ence High School Athletic Hall of
Fame in 2008.

Outside of basketball, Harpo led a
successful career as a cowboy and then
as a small-business owner, but always
made time to mentor local youth by
coaching or refereeing athletic sports.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor Harpo Celaya for both his val-
iant military service and his ability to
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overcome hardship and having a last-
ing positive impact on his community.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask that
Members pass this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GOSAR) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6304.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

JONATHAN “J.D.” DE GUZMAN
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5948) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 830 Kuhn Drive in Chula Vista,
California, as the ‘‘Jonathan ‘J.D.” De
Guzman Post Office Building’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5948

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JONATHAN “J.D.” DE GUZMAN POST
OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 830
Kuhn Drive in Chula Vista, California, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Jonathan
‘J.D.” De Guzman Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Jonathan ‘J.D.” De
Guzman Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms.
PLASKETT) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and to include any ex-
traneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.
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I rise today in support of H.R. 5948,
introduced by my colleague, Represent-
ative SUSAN DAVIS of California. The
bill designates a post office in Chula
Vista, California, as the Jonathan
“J.D.” De Guzman Post Office Build-
ing.

Jonathan De Guzman was born in the
Philippines in 1972. He later traveled to
the United States and became an
American citizen and served as an offi-
cer with the San Diego Police Depart-
ment. Officer De Guzman received the
Purple Heart for bravery from the San
Diego Police Department in 2003 after
being stabbed in the line of duty. He re-
turned to work, but tragically was
killed in the line of duty in July of this
year.

I join my colleague, Representative
DAvVIS of California, in honoring Officer
De Guzman.

I urge Members to support the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 5948, a bill to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 830 Kuhn Drive in
Chula Vista, California, as the Jona-
than ‘“‘J.D.” De Guzman Post Office
Building.

Jonathan De Guzman emigrated to
the U.S. from the Philippines with a
strong desire to become a contributor
to his new community. His selflessness
led him to join the San Diego Police
Department, where he served for 16
years.

Officer De Guzman was awarded the
San Diego Police Department’s Purple
Heart in 2003 after surviving a stabbing
while on duty. Officer De Guzman was
again attacked while on duty in July of
2016. This time, however, he was shot
multiple times at pointblank range and
tragically did not survive.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor Officer Jonathan De Guzman’s
courageous life of public service and
ensure that the ultimate sacrifice he
made is never forgotten.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
5948.

I reserve the balance of my time.

0 1630

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
DAVIS).

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to ask for support of
H.R. 5948 in commemorating the life of
a humble role model and a courageous
American hero. Officer Jonathan De
Guzman, or J.D., as he was better
known by family and friends, dedicated
his life to protecting and serving the
San Diego community that he loved.

Born in the Philippines, J.D. traveled
to the United States at the age of 20
with high hopes of achieving the Amer-
ican Dream. Through hard work and
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perseverance, he achieved this dream
as a San Diego law enforcement officer,
serving in many different roles within
the San Diego Police Department, in-
cluding serving on the gang suppres-
sion unit.

A devoted public servant, J.D. felt
most rewarded by the bonds he created
through community engagement.
J.D.’s family, his friends, and fellow of-
ficers characterized him as a selfless,
honorable, and caring warrior. San
Diego Police Chief Shelley Zimmerman
praised J.D. saying: ‘‘He always raised
the bar” and ‘‘cared deeply for his com-
munity.”

In 2003, he survived a brutal stabbing
from a suspect he had stopped for
speeding. A true warrior, indeed, upon
recovery, he quickly returned to the
force to defend the people of San Diego.
In that same year, he was awarded the
San Diego Police Department’s Purple
Heart for bravery in the line of duty.
Although he appreciated the gesture,
the accolades were not what motivated
him to serve. The reactions of the com-
munity brought J.D. true fulfillment.

Tragically, on July 28, 2016, Officer
De Guzman, a 16-year veteran of the
force, was shot multiple times at point-
blank range and killed. Prosecutors on
the case say the attack happened so
quickly that J.D. never had the oppor-
tunity to pull his service weapon.

On August 5, thousands—I mean
thousands—of fellow officers and pri-
vate citizens lined the streets of San
Diego for J.D.’s funeral procession,
tossing flowers along the path, holding
signs, and waving American flags. I can
assure you, it was really a moving ex-
perience. The amount of love and admi-
ration I witnessed that day showed just
how deeply he touched the lives of ev-
eryone he encountered in a life that
was cut much too short.

He was only 43 years old. He was a be-
loved son to his proud parents, a caring
husband to his adoring wife, Mary
Jane, and a hero to their beautiful chil-
dren, Amira and Jonathan, Jr. I had
the pleasure of meeting with his family
and some of his close friends to offer
my deepest condolences. I saw the
wound that was left behind, a wound
that may never truly be healed, but
through loving memories of their time
together, combined with the support of
the community, his strong family will
endure the pain.

While nothing will ever fill the void,
we can take action today to ensure
that his legacy will never be forgotten.
J.D. made the ultimate sacrifice in pro-
tecting our community, and this bill
will mean that future generations will
know and understand the commitment
that Officer De Guzman made and our
law enforcement officers continue to
make every day.

I urge you to vote ‘‘yes” on H.R. 5948
to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 830
Kuhn Drive in Chula Vista, California,
as the Jonathan “J.D.” De Guzman
Post Office Building. This post office
sits right in the Eastlake community
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that Officer De Guzman called home
and will stand as a lasting remem-
brance of a true role model and Amer-
ican hero.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I urge the
adoption of the bill. I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 5948—An Act to designate the
United States Postal Service facility in Chula
Vista as the “Johnathan ‘J.D.” De Guzman
Post Office Building.” This legislation is spon-
sored by my colleague, the gentlewoman from
San Diego, Susan Davis. | urge my colleagues
to support this bill, so that we may forever
honor the sacrifice that Officer De Guzman
made for the San Diego community and our
great nation.

San Diego Police Officer Johnathan ‘J.D.
De Guzman was a true American hero who
was killed in the line of duty. Born in the Phil-
ippines on September 17, 1972, Officer De
Guzman traveled to the United States at the
age of 20 and eventually became an American
citizen. He believed deeply in the American
Dream and in the importance of public service
and community involvement, leading him to
join the San Diego Police Department (SDPD)
in 2000.

Officer De Guzman was a SDPD 16 year
veteran and a member of the department’s
gang suppression unit. In 2003, he received
the SDPD’s Purple Heart. Officer De Guzman
was characterized as a caring, selfless, honor-
able, and courageous individual. It wasn’t un-
common for him to show up at his children’s
school and engage students about careers in
law enforcement.

Tragically, Officer De Guzman was killed
while on patrol on July 28th, 2016. He is sur-
vived by his parents, his wife Mary Jane, and
his two children Amira and Jonathan De
Guzman Il

| urge my colleagues to pass H.R. 5948.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GosAR) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5948.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

U.S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BAT-
TALION “SEABEES” FALLEN HE-
ROES POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6138) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 560 East Pleasant Valley Road,
Port Hueneme, California, as the U.S.
Naval Construction Battalion ‘‘Sea-
bees’” Fallen Heroes Post Office Build-
ing.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6138

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

November 30, 2016

U.S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BAT-
TALION “SEABEES” FALLEN HEROES
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 560
East Pleasant Valley Road, Port Hueneme,
California, shall be known and designated as
the ““U.S. Naval Construction Battalion ‘Sea-
bees’ Fallen Heroes Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the “U.S. Naval Construc-
tion Battalion ‘Seabees’ Fallen Heroes Post
Office Building™’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms.
PLASKETT) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOSAR. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 6138, introduced by the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
BROWNLEY). The bill designates a post
office in Port Hueneme, California, as
the U.S. Naval Construction Battalion
‘“Seabees” Fallen Heroes Post Office
Building.

The Seabees were founded during
World War II to help complete con-
struction projects, such as airstrips
and bridges necessary to help U.S. serv-
icemen win the war. These brave serv-
icemen and -women have since risked
their lives in many conflicts to build
bases, roadways, airstrips, and other
construction projects, often in combat
zones while under fire.

I look forward to hearing more about
the achievements of the Seabees from
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
BROWNLEY). For now, I urge Members
to support the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 6138, a bill to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 560 East Pleasant
Valley Road, Port Hueneme, Cali-
fornia, as the U.S. Naval Construction
Battalion ‘‘Seabees’ Fallen Heroes
Post Office Building.

For over 70 years, the Seabees have
provided critical naval construction
capabilities during times of war. They
assisted in the Normandy invasion dur-
ing World War II, cut a mountain in
half, and carved through a jungle to
build a runway during the Korean war,
constructed military facilities during

SECTION 1.
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